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Th~ season is in - belly boards, not to be confused with 
Pail}() board, are also in. These boards which have amazing 
speed and manoeuvrability are popular with the youngsters. 

They arc cheaper than the conventional surfboard and com­
bine the thrills of both body, and to a degree, surfboard 
riding. 

Belly boards are made of laminated wood or foam. The 
size is usua lly 2 fl. x 3 fl. and they have two skegs. 

The boards a f C manoucvrcd by leg and arm action and al 
times arc lifted completely out of the water. 

Boys who follow Ihis segment of surfing are in good physica l 
condition. 

" Bozo" Griffith has become a top belly board rider and has 
given up his surfboard to concentrate on mastering this art. 
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He rides a larger than usual bo.ud, which enables him to 
sct further inside the wave and his take·oIT point is made 
much fu rther back than is normally the case. "Bozo" is 
quite a character and is well known for his rough-house 
tactics when he thinks nothing of elbuwing anyone from 
the wave which he considers righ tl y hclongs to him. 

The Paipo board is at times called lhe: belly board, but this 
is incorrect. l1te Paipo is all entirely different type of 
board. 

Saucer-shaped, somelimes 1ll;lde of ply or ba lsa covered with 
fibreglass, the n,mle P.il ipo is derived from the Hawaiian 
word "Paepae" which mea ns in a slapping manner. 

Belly boards or J'uipo's sim),)y mean a body-planing board. 
Any type of surf is accepk'lble to the riders of these boards. 
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Above: Foce contorted with concentration, this ride r comes down the 
foce of the wove - his board ~ured by the foom . 

Left : The thrill of belly board ing con be seen on the e){pressions of 
these two young lads as they speed down 0 mountoinous wove face. 

At Waimea , Hawaii, on some of the big-wave days, these 
boardriders can be seen free falling so fast that they skip 
down the face of the wave in the manner of a stone 
ricocheting across a pond. 

To be a successful belly board rider, one must be a strong 
swimmer and in top physical condition. It really takes 
stamina to be a belly board rider. 

In the not too distance future, these boys who excell in 
belly board riding will fo rm into clubs and enter competition 
with and against the recogn ised surfboard riders. Surfaboul 
feels th is could be quite a departure from accepted pro­
cedure, and would appreciate readers' views on this subject, 
belly board riders v. surfboard riders - why not? Nothing 
but good can come out of joining forces and exploring the 
different facets that are open to all in the fie ld of surfing. 

Girls, too, are taking kindly to mat riding - one notable 
fern in the sport is Candy Calhoun, of America, who has 
become an expert in this phase of surfing. 

So, ifs out with belly boards, boys and high tail it to the 
nearest big wave centre. 
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Aboye: Belly boording is no t stric tly for the boys os this loss snows. 
" fin c::on be seen on her right hand a s 5he skims down Ihe woll. 

Right: Thri lling ;s the word f(H' this sport a s Ihis youngster, complete 
wi th fins, shools down on his belly board. 

BDHam Right: A swirl of spray. 0 crashing wove, 0 belly board -
mon, Ihot's reolly living. 

A.S.A. MEMBERSHIP FORM 

VIC.: P.O. LIST 14, SOUTH MELBOURNE. 

N.S.W.: HON SECRETARY, 
AUSTRALIAN SURFRIDERS' ASSOCIATION 
BOX No. A 162, SYDNEY SOUTH 

------------
Please enrol me as 0 member of the A,S.A. 

I enclose 10 / · subscription os requested. 
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POCIC 46 

. .. Date of Birth . 

-------
I 

_J 


	v03n01p044-Art_Bellyboards.pdf
	v03n01p045-Art_Bellyboards.pdf
	v03n01p046-Art_Bellyboards.pdf

